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      Business Administration

Explore the world of U.S. business practices with the Business Administration program at UC San Diego. Whether you're new to business or have a little experience, this program is made for you.



Who will Benefit



You'll dive into the basics of American business and learn essential skills while comparing them to practices around the world. Get hands-on experience in business operations, marketing, human resources, and communications -- all the practical stuff you need for today's business world. Connect with American students and professionals, make friends, and build a network for your future career. After studying for three quarters, you can even get hands-on experience in the U.S. job market through Optional Practical Training (OPT).



UC San Diego's Business Administration program takes you beyond the classroom, giving you an exciting way to learn about the business world and prepare you for your future.

 




	
   Program Details 

	
  
    1st Quarter Classes:


	Introduction to Business (3 units)



Examine the foundation, principles, and practices upon which modern business enterprises are based. Topics include: the business life cycle; balancing short and long-term demands; forms of business ownership and organization structure; leadership and managing competing priorities; competing in global markets; the employment relationship (employment options, compensation packages, managing and rewarding performance); marketing, promoting, pricing and distributing products and services; financial and operational

information systems.


	Elements of Marketing (3 units)



Receive hands-on, practical experience in integrated marketing communications and explore the building blocks of effective marketing programs. This course will also showcase how to incorporate the tools you learn into your career and organization by learning best practices from current case stories while networking with classmates representing a variety of professional disciplines. Marketing career options will also be discussed. Gain experience in a variety of industry sectors, and have the opportunity to develop the primary elements of a marketing plan for the company of your choice.


	Business Communication Skills (3 units)



Explore the communication skills necessary to be productive in today's complex workplace. Discover how to

analyze and address a range of audiences. Learn the basics of speech organization, body language, vocal variety and speaking without preparation. Improve your interactions one-on-one and in meetings. Topics include recognizing and responding to nonverbal messages, personal vs. position power, negotiation, accommodating individual differences (age, culture, gender), giving and receiving constructive criticism, understanding group dynamics and team development, professional writing skills, and presentation skills.


	Market Research Workshop (1 unit)



This Market Research workshop will teach you the basic skills needed to gather reliable market research and

compile this information in a way that will improve your ability to make meaningful marketing decisions. This course will provide a high-level overview of the use and applications of market research. You will learn practical tools for finding secondary data sources in databases and Internet search engines. Students will be provided a brief overview of market research surveys and case studies and see examples of well-designed questionnaires and how to understand research findings.


	The American Workplace Experience (2 units)



This course will explore the context in which Management Practices, Politics, Legal Decisions and Laws,

Cultural Changes, Values and Ethics, and Technology have led to the American Workplace of today and how

these and other factors will continue to evolve our American Workplace of the future. You will gain firsthand insight by working on a project with local business owners and will learn about the challenges and rewards

that business owners experience.




2nd Quarter Classes:


Second-quarter courses build upon the foundation you develop in the first quarter of Business Administration. The curriculum consists of the following required courses:


	Financial Accounting for Non-Accountants (FAFNA) (4 units)



Gain an overview of how to use accounting and financial data for more effective and profitable decisions. Learn the information necessary to interpret and evaluate the financial effects of day-to-day management decisions. This course emphasizes the interpretation of accounting concepts that underlie basic financial statements, without focusing on detailed mechanics.


	Organizational Behavior (3 units)



Organizational Behavior will explore human behavior at the individual, interpersonal, and group levels including effects of organizational structure on behavior. The emphasis will be on managerial roles, historical

evolution of management, ethics, and behavior in multi-cultural contexts. This course deals with human behavior in organizations and with practices and methods within organizations that facilitate or hamper effective behavior. Within each topic, conceptual frameworks, case discussions, and skill-oriented activities are blended. Topics include communication, motivation, group dynamics, leadership, power, and organizational design and  development. Class assignments are intended to help participants obtain the skills that managers need to improve workplace relationships and performance.


	Presentation Skills for Business (3 units)



In this course you will learn how to appropriately prepare for various presentation types in the business environment, including in-person as well as virtual. Learn how to speak, analyze, improve your delivery, and develop engaging and relevant visual aids for your audience. Explore delivery-related topics including posture, movement, gestures, expression, voice projection and variety. Practice developing compelling content and framing your presentation. Through practice, you will discover your strengths and get helpful feedback for making improvements, including tips for managing nervousness and distractions. Improve your public speaking skills for your next presentation.


	Direct Studies in Marketing (3 units)



Apply all the skills you have learned throughout the Professional Certificate in Marketing by implementing a comprehensive marketing plan at a business or other organization. Choose a project tailored to your industry of interest and gain practical experience in marketing. Work with an advisor who will coach the project throughout the quarter. Elements of the project include: assessing client needs, developing solutions through a professional marketing plan, presenting to the client, and evaluating the impact of the recommendations.




3rd Quarter Classes:


Third-quarter courses continue to enrich your understanding of business practices. The curriculum consists of the following required courses:


	Career Preparation Strategies (2 units)



For both the hiring manager and the job seeker, the recruiting process contains opportunities and obstacles. This class will introduce students to recruiting practices. Perspectives and activities of the HR department, the hiring manager, and the job seeker will be examined. The course will also look at special considerations present in the recruiting and hiring of workers in the U.S and abroad.


	
	Elective courses (10 units)

	



Note: Courses are subject to change without notice. Check out the Business Administration course descriptions.





Duration:


	
	1 quarter

	
	
	2 quarters

	
	
	3 quarters

	



Delivery Method: In-person

Visa: F-1 student visa

Program Schedule:


	
	Monday - Friday, occasional Saturdays

	
	
	Daytime and evening courses

	
	Schedule varies



Sample Schedule:


	
			Monday

				
			Tuesday

				
			Wednesday

				
			Thursday

				
			Friday

			
	
			 

				
			9:30-12:30

			Elements of

			Marketing

				
			 

				
			 

				
			9:00-2:30

			Market Research

			Workshop

			
	
			5:30 - 8:30

			Academic

			Writing

				
			1:30-4:30

			Introduction

			to Business

				
			1:30-4:30

			DS: Understanding

			the American

			Workplace

				
			1:00-4:30

			Business

			Communication

			Skills

				
			 

			



Schedules vary depending on language level of the student and course selections.


  


	
   Admission Requirements 

	
  
    Age: 18+ 



Language Proficiency Requirement:


	
	TOEFL iBT: 79

	
	
	IELTS: 6.5

	
	
	B2 First (Cambridge English: First-FCE): B2/C1

	
	
	C1 Advanced (Cambridge English Advanced-CAE):180-C1 and C2 Proficiency (Cambridge English Proficiency-CPE): 180-C1

	
	
	Duolingo English Test (DET): 110

	
	
	Pearson Test of English (PTE): 58

	
	
	TOEIC (all four subjects are required):


		
		Listening: 445 

		
	
		Reading: 420 

		
	
		Speaking: 170

		
	
		Writing: 165

		


	
	ELI level (8-week programs): 7 or higher



For questions regarding alternative English proficiency exams, please email ipadmission@ucsd.edu.



Additional Admission Requirements:


	
	University studies: one year preferred, but not required

	
	
	Letter of recommendation from a professor or supervisor attesting to your experience and ability to excel in the relevant field. Must be signed and dated and on academic or company letterhead.

	
	
	Résumé or CV

	
	
	Personal statement. Please provide a 350-word essay, which addresses each of the following:


		
		Brief introduction of yourself

		
	
		Which certificate program are you applying for? Why are you interested in this specific certificate?

		
	
		How will you benefit from this program? How does this program relate to your career or professional goals?

		
	
		What will you contribute to the program? How will your participation benefit the program?

		
	
		Is there anything else you want to tell us or explain about your professional, volunteer, or educational experience (e.g., low GPA) that will assist in our decision-making?

		


	
	
	All official academic transcripts in English indicating a strong academic record; include a grading key

	
	
	A spoken language screening may be required.

	





All enrolled students are required to complete an online pre-arrival orientation before starting the Business Administration program.


  


	
   Dates & Prices 

	
  
    2024 Dates:


One Quarter:


	January 3 - March 23
	
	March 27 - June 14

	
	
	June 26 - September 14

	
	
	September 18 - December 14

	



Two Quarters:


	
	January 3 - June 14 

	
	
	March 27 - September 14

	
	
	June 26 - December 14

	
	
	September 18 - March 22, 2025

	



Three Quarters:


	
	January 3 - September 14

	
	
	March 27 - December 14

	
	
	June 26 - March 22, 2025

	
	
	September 18 - June 13, 2025

	





View a complete list of all program dates. 





2024 Prices:


	
	Application Fee: $225 (nonrefundable)

	
	
	One-Quarter Tuition: $6,050

	
	
	Two-Quarter Tuition: $12,050

	
	
	Three-Quarter Tuition: $18,050

	
	
	International Student Service Fee: $400 per quarter

	
	
	UC San Diego Division of Extended Studies medical insurance: $715 per quarter

	
	
	Books/Materials: Approximately $300-$800 per quarter (Payment for books and instructional materials CANNOT be made in advance. Books will be purchased upon arrival at UC San Diego.)

	



  


	
   Testimonial 

	
  
    Gustav Petterssen

Sweden



Today, I am shocked by everything I managed to accomplish in San Diego in a short period of time. The network of people I have created while in San Diego is overwhelming. The teachers are top of the line and still active in the subject they teach. If you are searching for an education that will give you inspiration in life, a good challenge, and a big learning outcome, UC San Diego Extended Studies is the right place to be. It's definitely the best decision I have made for myself in my adult life.

 


  







Programs You May Also Like:


	Business English
	Leadership and Management
	Business Management



For a complete list of all business and management certificates and programs, please visit our Certificate Programs page.
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  Apply Now!


	English Language Programs
	University Credit Programs
	Business Certificates & Programs
	TEFL Certificate & Programs



apply now









Contact Us


Please contact us for more information about the many programs we offer at UC San Diego Division of Extended Studies International programs.






   	 Call

	+858-534-6784
	 Fax

	+858-534-5703
	 Email

	ipinfo@ucsd.edu
	 Regular Mail Address

	University of California, San Diego

	International Student Services

	UCSD Diego Division of Extended Studies, 0176D, 9500 Gilman Drive

	La Jolla, CA 92093-0176

	USA

	

	Express Delivery

	University of California, San Diego

	Division of Extended Studies

	9600 N. Torrey Pines Road, Bldg. E

	La Jolla, CA 92037-1100

	USA










Stay in Touch

Sign up to receive International Programs news and updates.



SIGN UP





Like Us on Facebook >




              

            

            

          

        

      

    

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  




  
    
      
        	Courses & Programs
	Degree Credit
	International Programs
	Occupational Safety and Health
	Osher Lifelong Learning Inst.
	Pre-College






	
      
          News & Events
       
   
	
  Event Calendar

	
  Blog

	
  Social Media Directory

	
  Media Room


	
      
          Community & Research
       
   
	
  UCTV & UCSD-TV

	
  Teach for Us

	
  California Workforce and Degree Completion Needs

	
  Center for Research + Evaluation

	
  Collaborate With Us


	
      
          Student Resources
       
   
	
  Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA)

	
  Veterans Education Benefits

	
  Registration Policies and Procedures

	
  Services for Students with Disabilities

	
  Tuition and Fees


 
      

    

  

  
     
      
  


  Privacy Policy

Site Map


  Sign up to hear about 
 
upcoming events and courses


	
		
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                        Email:
                    

                    
                        

                    

                

            
            
            
            
                
                    
                

            
            
        

    


	






  Follow us today and

get inspired!
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